
 

 

Central 
Bedfordshire 
Council 
Priory House 
Monks Walk 
Chicksands,  
Shefford SG17 5TQ 

 
  

 
 
TO EACH MEMBER OF THE 
EXECUTIVE 
 
 

31 January 2013 
 
Dear Councillor 
 
EXECUTIVE - TUESDAY 5 FEBRUARY 2013 
 
Further to the Agenda and papers for the above meeting, previously circulated, please find 
attached the following additional information:- 
 

7.   Forward Plan and Key Decisions 
 

 To receive the Forward Plan of Key Decisions for the period 1 
March 2013 to 28 February 2014.  
 

8. and 9. Budget 2013/14, Medium Term Financial Plan 2013 to 2017, 
Capital Programme 2013/14 to 2016/17 and Fees and Charges 
2013/14 
 

 Attached are the comments from the Social Care, Health and 
Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 29 January 
2013. 
 

10.   Budget Report for the Housing Revenue Account (Landlord 
Service) Business Plan 
 

 Attached are the comments from the Social Care, Health and 
Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 29 January 
2013. 
 

11.   Proposals to Develop Affordable Extra Care Housing in 
Dunstable 
 

 Attached are the comments from the Social Care, Health and 
Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 29 January 
2013. 
 



 

 

 
15.   Healthwatch Central Bedfordshire 

 
 Attached are the comments from the Social Care, Health and 

Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 29 January 
2013. 
 

16.   Land Rear of Central Garage, Cranfield Development Brief 
 

 Please note that paragraph 47 in the report has been amended to 
read: 
 
“In order to improve the access to the Lower School site, it is 
considered that a traffic management scheme should be in place in 
the event of a new Lower School being provided.  The details of 
this traffic management scheme will be finalised prior to the lower 
School being delivered.” 
 
The second and third sentences in the original paragraph have 
been deleted. 
 

17.   Local Welfare Provision 
 

 Attached are the comments from the Social Care, Health and 
Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 29 January 
2013. 
 

21.   Options for Resolving Current Delays in Academy 
Conversions caused by Disputed Liabilities for Pension 
Payments 
 

 This item has been withdrawn and will be submitted to the 
Executive on 19 March 2013. 
 

Should you have any queries regarding the above please contact Sandra Hobbs, 
Committee Services Officer on Tel: 0300 300 5257. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Sandra Hobbs 
Committee Services Officer  
email: sandra.hobbs@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk   
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Subject: Social Care, Health and Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
comments on the draft Budget 2013/14, Medium Term Financial Plan 
2013-17 and Capital Programme 2013/14 to 2016/17 

 

Summary: This briefing provides Members with the comments of the Social Care, 
Health and Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee (OSC) during their 
consideration of the above reports on 29 January 2013. 

 

1.  The Assistant Director for Business & Performance introduced the report, 
which provided the Committee with an opportunity to comment upon the draft 
budget 2013/14, Medium Term Financial Plan 2013 to 2017 and Capital 
Programme 2013/14 to 2016/17, which had been presented and approved for 
consultation at a meeting of the Executive on 8 January 2013. 

 

2.  Members of the Committee discussed the content of the report and raised a 
number of specific queries, all of which were addressed by the Executive 
Member and officers in attendance. The Committee recognised that the 
efficiency programme was generally a continuation of the themes from the last 
three years.  

 

 RECOMMENDATION:  
 
that the Committee notes the pressures and efficiencies detailed in the 
report and endorses the Draft Budget 2013/14, Medium Term Financial 
Plan 2013-17 and the Capital Programme 2013/14 to 2016/17 as set out. 
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Subject: Social Care, Health and Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
comments on Fees and Charges 2013/14 

 

Summary: This briefing provides Members with the comments of the Social Care, 
Health and Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee (OSC) during their 
consideration of the above report on 29 January 2013. 

 

1.  The Assistant Director for Business & Performance introduced the report, 
which provided the Committee with an opportunity to comment upon the fees 
and charges schedule for the Social Care, Health and Housing directorate for 
2013/14, which had been presented and approved for consultation at a 
meeting of the Executive on 8 January 2013. 

 

2.  Members noted that the charges included in the report had been increased by 
2% in line with the Council’s budget strategy although in some cases the 
Council had used the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) statutory 
increase in benefits and pensions.  

 

 RECOMMENDATION:  
 
that the schedule of Fees and Charges for 2013/14 for Social Care, 
Health and Housing be endorsed as set out. 
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Subject: Social Care, Health and Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
comments on the draft budget report for the Housing Revenue 
Account (Landlord Service) Business Plan 

 

Summary: This briefing provides Members with the comments of the Social Care, 
Health and Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee (OSC) during their 
consideration of the above report on 29 January 2013. 

 

1.  The Assistant Director for Business & Performance introduced the report, 
which set out the financial position of the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) 
during the first year of the Self Financing Regime and the proposed 30 year 
Landlord Service Business Plan.  

 

2.  The Committee’s attention was specifically drawn to the proposal not to make 
principal debt repayments in the current financial year or during the period of 
the Medium Term Financial Plan (2012/13 - 2016/17).   

 

3.  Members raised a specific query in relation to the average rent increase of 
4.67% and queried whether this was too high.  Following a response from the 
Director the Committee was satisfied that in comparison to previous increases 
to the average rent and the average market rent a rise of 4.67% was 
acceptable.  

 

 RECOMMENDATION:  

 

that the Committee endorses the recommendations relating to the draft 
budget report for the Housing Revenue account (Landlord Service) 
Business Plan.  
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Subject: Social Care, Health and Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
comments on proposals to develop affordable Extracare housing in 
Dunstable   

 

The Social Care, Health and Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee considered 
proposals to develop affordable Extracare housing in Dunstable at their meeting on 29 
January 2013.  In addition to providing their thanks to housing team for their work to 
date on the scheme the Committee recommended to Executive:-  

 

1.  That the Extracare scheme at the Dukeminster site in Dunstable be 
adopted as proposed.  
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Subject: Social Care, Health and Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
comments on Commissioning Healthwatch Central Bedfordshire  

 

The Social Care, Health and Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee considered the 
report relating to the approach to establish Healthwatch Central Bedfordshire at their 
meeting on 29 January 2013.  The Committee resolved to invite a representative of 
Healthwatch Central Bedfordshire to attend future meetings of the Committee as an 
observer and to recommend to Executive:- 

 

1.  That the approach as outlined in the report to the Committee be 
endorsed.  
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Subject: Social Care, Health and Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
comments on Local Welfare Provision   

 

The Social Care, Health and Housing Overview and Scrutiny Committee considered the 
report relating to the local welfare provision scheme at their meeting on 29 January 
2013.  In addition to requesting that a 6-month progress report be provided to the 
Committee, Members drew specific attention to the financial risks of implementing the 
local welfare provision scheme and the present funding shortfall.  It was recommended 
to Executive:- 

 

1.  that the Committee endorses the recommendations as set out in the 
Executive report subject to the delegation of responsibility to the 
Director of Social Care, Health and Housing in consultation with the 
Executive Member for Social Care, Health and Housing to make any 
amendments to the Local Welfare Provision Scheme. 
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